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Penelitian ini berfokus untuk mengidentifikasi isu motif- motif pembunuhan dalam 
novel Dark Places (2009) karya Gillian Flynn. Teori yang digunakan dalam 
penelitian ini adalah humanistik psikologi dari Abraham Maslow. Jenis penelitian 
yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah deskriptif kualitatif. Penelitian ini 
menggunakan metode pengumpulan data menggunakan teknik note taking. Penelitian 
ini menggunakan dua data yaitu data primer dan data sekunder. Novel Dark Place 
karya Gillian Flynn sebagai data primer. Jurnal online, thesis dan skripsi yang terkait 
dengan isu motif pembunuhan sebagai data sekunder. Penelitian ini memiliki tujuan 
antara lain untuk mengidentifikasi motif- motif karakter melakukan pembunuhan, 
untuk menjelaskan bagaimana isu motif pembunuhan digambarkan dalam novel dan 
untuk mengungkapkan alasan penulis mengangkat isu motif pembunuhan. Hasil dari 
penelitian ini antara lain (1) terdapat tiga motif pembunuhan yaitu kebutuhan untuk 
makanan, keamanan dari rasa takut dan keamanan dari rasa cemas, (2) penulis 
menggambarkan isu motif pembunuhan melalui karakter, setting, peristiwa dan style, 
(3) penulis mengangkat isu motif pembunuhan karena penulis ingin menulis novel 
tentang hal- hal yang gelap dan karakter wanita yang bermasalah. 
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This research focuses on the identification issue of motives of murder in Dark Places 
(2009) novel by Gillian Flynn. The theory is used in this research is humanistic 
psychology by Abraham Maslow. The type of this study is used qualitative 
descriptive. The method of collecting data in this research is used note taking 
technique. This study used two data, namely primary data and secondary data. Dark 
Places novel by Gillian Flynn is the primary data source. Online journals, thesis and 
research paper that related with issue motive of murder are the secondary data. The 
purposes of this research are as follows to identify the character’s motives of 
committing the murder, to describe the motives of murder depicted in the novel and 
to reveal the reason why the author addressed the motive of murder in the novel. The 
results of this study are as follows (1) there are three motives of murder such as need 
for food, safety from fear and safety from anxiety, (2) the author depicted issue 
motives of murder through character, setting, event, and style, (3) the author 
addressed the issue motive of murder because the author wants to create a novel 
about dark things and trouble female character. 
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 The major issue of this research is the motives of murder in Dark Places (2009) 
written by Gillian Flynn. According to Merriam Webster Dictionary, the 
definition of motive is a reason for doing something, especially one that is hidden 
or not obvious. Definition of murder is the killing of another person without 
justification or excuse, especially the crime of killing a person with malice 
aforethought or with recklessness manifesting extreme indifference to the value 
of human life (The Free Dictionary). From the definition above, it can be 
concluded that the motive of the murder is a person who kills someone because 
he/ she has the motive. Gillian Flynn is written the novel entitled Dark Place 
which full of dark things. This novel has been observed by other researchers with 
a different focus. There are three researchers who discussed Dark Places as a 
material object and one researcher who discussed the issue. The first research is 
“Anxiety Reflected in Gillian Flynn’s Dark Places” conducted by Whenny 
Trijayanti, the second research is “The Study of Uniqueness and Gynocriticm in 
Gillian Flynn’s Novels entitled Gone Girl and Dark Places” conducted by Siti 
Alifah Tamir, the third research is “Motives of Murder Reflected in Paula 
Hawkins’s The Girl on the Train Novel” conducted by Karlena Widy Ati and the 
fourth research is “The Mystery of Death Reflected in Gillian Flynn’s Dark 
Place Novel” conducted by Indri Fitriana. 
   Whenny Trijayani conducted research to Dark Places novel with the 
purpose to know about the dominant type of anxiety in the novel. The objective 
of this study is to analyze the novel using the psychoanalytic perspective. The 
result of this research is the dominant types of anxiety in Dark Places are 
neurotic anxiety, moral anxiety, and realistic anxiety. Another researcher who 
observed this work is Siti Tamir Alifah. Siti Tamir Alifah researcher focused on 
an effort to criticize women’s literary works in their contribution to the 
development of women’s canon literature. The result of the previous study is 
both of novels showing Flynn’s writing method which is different from other 
female authors by elevating the element of women as the main point in all actions 
and decisions that are taken can affect the decisions of their readers. The other 
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research is Karlena Widy Ati. Karlena Widy Ati research focused on the motives 
of murder in The Girl on the Train Novel. The objective of the study is to analyze 
the novel based on the psychoanalytic perspective. The results of this study are 
(1) Rachel is a depression woman and psychological setback, (2) Megan is a 
traumatic woman and seducer, (3) Anna is a static and normal woman and (4) 
there are two motives of murder (Motive of Tom to murder Megan and Rachel 
and Anna’s Motives to murder Tom). The last researcher is Indri Fitriana. Indri 
Fitriana research focused on the mystery of death. The objective of the study is to 
analyze the novel using individual psychology approach. The result of the study 
are (1) Libby’s character behavior control arises when her desire arises but she 
cannot afford it because her lack of power, (2) The most human behavior control 
is related in the human life as the conclusion of Individual Psychological 
Approach about the human being. 
   Based on the previous study above, it is known that there is no 
researcher who discussed Dark Places with issue motives of murder. Then, the 
researcher conducts the research with this issue. The researcher has two main 
reasons conducted this research. The first is because the researcher learns that 
many motives of murder cannot solve by the lay people. The motive of the 
murder is not a simple case. It is usually revealed by the police. The second 
reason is that the motive of murder reflected in this novel. The researcher wants 
to analyze the motives and the messages from the writer that wants to deliver to 
the reader. 
   The researcher uses a humanistic psychological perspective to 
conduct this research. According to Werren & Wellek (1954), there are three 
types of the psychology of literature based on the subject of the study as follow 
psychology of the author, psychology of character and psychology of the reader. 
This research will analyze the psychology of the character. To analyze the 
motives of murder, this research applied humanistic psychological perspective by 
Abraham Maslow. Humanistic psychology was identified with the human- 
potential movement, thereby affecting not only the academic community (Koch, 
1974) but also at large (Rosak, 1969) in Royce & Mos, Leendert. (Ed). (1981). 
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Maslow created a concept of motivation entitled hierarchy of needs. Maslow 
(1943) classified hierarchy needs into five as follows: physiological needs, safety 
needs, belongingness and love needs, esteem needs and self-actualization. The 
researcher focuses on the analysis of motives of murder based on humanistic 
psychological perspective. 
 
2. RESEARCH METHOD 
The researcher conducts a study of qualitative research. Qualitative research is 
the meanings, concepts, definitions, characteristics, metaphors, symbols, and 
descriptions of things (Lune & Berg, 2017). The main issue of this research is 
motives of murder and it is analyzed by humanistic psychological perspective. 
The primary data source of this research is Dark Places (2009) written by Gillian 
Flynn. It is published by Shaye Areheart Books in United State on May 5, 2009. 
The secondary data source of this research is online journal, thesis, research 
paper that related to this research and other sources that related or supported to 
this research. The researcher used the note-taking technique when collecting the 
data. Note taking means a complex activity that requires comprehension and 
selection of information and written production process (Piolat, Olive & Kellogg, 
2004). There are five steps in collecting the data as follows reading the novel to 
know the story, reading printed novel Dark Places in Bahasa, finding some data 
that related with the formal object and theory, taking a note from any sources that 
related with primary and secondary data in book and underlying the word, 
phrase, sentence and paragraph that related with this research. The researcher 
used three steps of technique in analyzing the data from Miles & Huberman 
(1994) as follow: (1) Data Reduction, (2) Data Display and (3) Conclusion 





3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
 3.1 Character’s Motives of Murder 
 3.1.1 Need for food 
 There are two characters that have the need for food as a motive of the 
 murder. First, it is depicted when Patty Day pays a contract killer to kill 
 her to get  life insurance. Patty Day wants to save her children from 
 starving. Not only save her children from starving, but she also wants to 
 save her farm and hire a lawyer for her son because of the allegations of 
 sexual abuse. Second, it is depicted when Calvin Diehl helps Patty to get 
 life insurance. Calvin decided to be a contract killer because the result of 
 his farm cannot fulfill his daily food. The reason why Calvin helps 
 Patty is the economic factor.  
3.1.2 Safety from fear 
 Safety from fear motive is depicted in the novel. It shows when Calvin 
 Diehl tries to kill Patty, Debby sees the accident. Calvin chooses to kill 
 Debby because he feared if Debby reports police and wake up the other 
 children. 
3.1.3 Safety from anxiety 
 There is one character that has safety from anxiety depicted in the 
 novel. When Michelle knows about Diondra’s  pregnant, she wants to 
 tell her mother. Before she tells about it, Diondra kills Michelle because 
 she does not want her life full of worrying about Michelle. 
3.2 Depiction of Motives of Murder 
Motives of murder depicted through character, setting, event, and style. 
3.2.1 Character 
 The characters that support the issue of motives of murder are killing 
 character, killed character, witness and kill club. 
3.2.1.1 Killing Character 
 It is the character who killing another character. This character can be 
 called as an antagonist character which has the motive of the murder. 
 Calvin Diehl is one of the killing characters in Dark Places novel. He is an 
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 antagonist character who killed Patty Day to get money. He helps Patty 
 through killed her to get life insurance. He also killed Debby because 
 Debby sees when he tries to kills Patty. Another killing character is 
 Diondra. She killed Michelle because Michelle knows that she is pregnant. 
 Diondra kills Michelle so Michelle cannot tell her mom that she is 
 pregnant. 
3.2.1.2 Killed Character 
 It is the character who killed by another character. Patty day is one of  the 
 killed characters in the novel. She is a single parent who experienced 
 poverty. She chooses to pay a contract killer to kill her so her family 
 will get life insurances. Debby has also killed characters in the novel. She 
 killed by Calvin Diehl because she sees when Calvin tries to kill her 
 mother. Michelle is another killed character in the novel. Michelle and 
 Diondra hate each other. When Michelle knew that Diondra pregnant with 
 Ben (his brother), Michelle wants to tell her mother. Before Michelle tells 
 her mother, Diondra kills Michelle. 
3.2.1.3 Witness 
 It is the character who saw the murder incident. Debby is one of the 
 witnesses in the novel. She sees when Calvin Diehl tries to kill Patty Day 
 (her mother). Ben is another witness character in the novel. He sees when 
 Diondra kills Michelle. He does not try to find help by others because he 
 does not want to make other wakes up. Ben also cleaned up the evidence 
 that Diondra kills Michelle. 
3.2.1.4 Kill Club 
Kill club is an organization that helps to solve crime problems. The members 
of kill club are a fan of famous murder and they like the mystery. Their 
members are from former police and lawyers. They want to reveal the motive 





 Based on the novel, the setting of the murder is in Kinnake, Kansas around  
 2 a.m. on January 3, 1985. There were two people kill three members of 
 the Day family. Each person who killing have own motive. 
3.2.3 Event 
3.2.3.1 Poverty Experience 
 Patty Day experienced poverty because of her mistakes in decision  
 making when she was young. Patty and Runner (her ex-husband) chose 
 to always buy renewed items that would support their farm without 
 increasing the size of the farm. In fact, they have the tools already. This 
 made Patty Day difficult to get money in the end. She has a lot of debt 
 until her farm will be confiscation. She also cannot even give her 
 children proper food. 
3.2.3.2 Allegations of Sexual Abuse 
 Ben Day is Patty children. Ben is suspected of sexually abusing children. 
 He is suspected of doing sexual abuse for an offering to Satan. Ben had 
 never sexually abused to the children but the children stated that Ben had 
 harassed him. People mistakenly assume that there is evidence to show 
 that Ben had sexual harassment. In fact, the evidence points to Diondra 
 and his future child. But, Ben is still suspected of sexual harassment 
 because he disappeared because of he is angry to the Patty Day on the 
 day so he cannot confirm about that. 
3.2.3.3 Help Offer 
 Patty was confused because the day her farm was taken over was getting 
 closer but her son named Ben was suspected of sexual harassment. He 
 was confused about how to get money off debts and also hired a lawyer 
 to Ben. Len as a loan shark offers help to Patty to get money to pay off 
 all her debts and hire a lawyer for Ben. 
3.2.3.4 Massacre of Murder 
 Patty agreed to get help from a contract killer to get money to pay debts 
 and hire a lawyer. Patty’s plan was a contract killer just killing her. In 
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 reality, he also killed her daughter named Debby because she saw the 
 accident when the contract killer tries to kill Patty. In that day, there are 
 two murderers. Diondra is another killing character. Diondra killed 
 Michelle because Michelle knew that she was pregnant and the biological 
 father is Ben. She killed Michelle for not wanting her life full of 
 worrying. 
3.2.4 Style 
3.2.4.1 Figurative Language 
 The researcher found five figurative languages as follow personification, 
 metaphor, simile, hyperbole, and repetition. Personification is depicted in 
 the noun phrase “the whole place” refers to the place when the massacre 
 murder happened that smelled like earth and death. Metaphor shows 
 when Ben narration shows his opinion about Trey. He thinks that Trey is 
 like a strutting and tan bundle of knots.  The Simile is depicted when  
 describing how Libby waiting for Lyle in his office. Libby waiting for 
 Lyle to open the door like a heckled vaudevillian. Hyperbole shows when 
 describing how much runner debt. In the Calvin Diehl narration, it shows 
 that runner debt is up to his shirt- collar. The last is repetition shows 
 when affirmation how Patty regretted hiring a contract killer she uses the 
 sentence I wish, I wish, I  wish I could take this back. 
3.2.4.2 Symbolism 
 Libby labeled the memories as a particularly dangerous region as a 
 “Darkplace”. 
3.2.4.3 Diction 
 The researcher found two types of diction as follow special expression 
 and special term. The special term including kill club and cries. Kill Club 
 as the name of a club that the members are like the mystery about famous 
 murder they try to solve it. Cries mean passerine. While special term 
 including Bowie hunting knife and habeas corpus means the request to 




3.3 Gillian Flynn Concern in Motives of Murder 
 One of the important reasons why Gillian Flynn addressed the issue of the 
motive of the murder is because she thinks that every character is evil. When she 
was twenty years old, she read the novel by Agatha Christie entitled And Then 
There Were None. Agatha Christie blew up her mind after she read the novel. She 
realized that every character in the novel is evil. Gillian Flynn had read all the 
genres of the novel. She realized that there are many gradations of crime. It is 
affecting her to become a mystery writer. Gillian appeared issue about the motive 
of murder in her novel that has a genre named mystery. The motive of murder 
has not only been discussed in Dark Places (2015) but also in all of her novels as 
follows: Sharp Object (2006) and Gone Girl (2012). First, in Sharp Object 
(2006), the novel describes a newspaper reporter who returns to her hometown 
named Missouri to investigate the murders of young girls. She gets the fact that 
the motive of Amma commit the murder is need to receive love. It belongs to 
love and belongingness need. Second, in Gone Girl (2012), the novel describes 
Amy killed by her husband named Nick with the motive of the murder is the 
need for food. It belongs to physiological needs. The evidence points to her 
husband that he killed her because her husband was unemployed and wanted his 
property. The fact is Amy hideaway and makes her seem to have been killed by 
Nick because her husband getting affair with another woman. Gillian Flynn 
concerns about mystery genre before she has written all of the novels. She 
planned to spend her carrier confronting non- fictional evil. She was trained in 
Chicago’s Northwestern University as a journalist to become a crime reporter. 
Flynn ends up to thinks that it does not work for her and she does not have the 
necessary skills to become a crime reporter. Flynn ends up to be fiction writing 
full time after she got termination from her work. She said to BBC News that 
published on July 11, 2018 that she wanted to write about dark things and trouble 






 The researcher found some motives of murder after analyzing the Dark 
Places novel using the humanistic psychological perspective by Abraham 
Maslow’s. The researcher found motives of murder consist of the need for food, 
safety from fear and safety from anxiety. Need for food belongs to physiological 
need while safety from fear and safety from anxiety belong to safety need. 
Firstly, the researcher suggests the need for food motive depicted in the novel. It 
is depicted when Patty Day pays a contract killer to kill her to get life insurance. 
Patty Day wants to save her children from starving. She also wants to save her 
farm and hire a lawyer for her son because of the allegations of sexual abuse. 
Another character who has a need for food as a motive of the murder is Calvin 
Diehl. Calvin Diehl helps Patty to get life insurance. Calvin decided to be a 
contract killer because the result of his farmer cannot fulfill his daily food. The 
reason why Calvin helps Patty is the economic factor. Secondly, the researcher 
signifies safety from fear motive depicted in the novel. Calvin Diehl shows safety 
from fear motive when Debby sees the accident when he tries to kill Patty. Calvin 
chooses to kill Debby because he feared if Debby reports police and wake up the 
other children. Lastly, the researcher found safety from anxiety motive depicted 
in the novel. Safety from anxiety shows when Michelle knows about Diondra’s 
pregnant, she wants to tell her mother. Before she tells about it, Diondra kills 
Michelle because she does not want her life full of worrying about Michelle. 
Based on the data and analysis above, the motive of Patty is need for food. The 
motives of Calvin Diehl are need for food and safety from fear. The motive of 
Diondra is safety from anxiety. 
 
4. CONCLUSION 
This part presents the conclusion of this research. Firstly, there are three motives 
of murder depicted in the novel as follows: the need for food, safety from fear 
and safety from anxiety. Need for food refers to the struggle to fulfill the daily 
food. Safety from fear refers to the determination to the standard of living 
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without feel fear. Safety from anxiety refers to the determination to the standard 
of living without feeling anxiety. 
  Secondly, motives of murder are depicted in the novel through 
characters, setting, event, and style. The characters are classified into four 
categories as follow killing character refers to the character who killing another 
character, the killed character refers to the character who killed by another 
character, witness refers to the character who saw the murder incident and kill 
club refers to the organization that helps to solve crime problems. The setting of 
murder is identified in Kinnake, Kansas around 2 a.m. on January 3, 1985.  The 
events at the moment of the occurrences of massacre murder are poverty 
experienced, allegations of sexual abuse, help offer and massacre of murder. The 
styles that support issue motives of murder in this novel are figurative language, 
symbol, and diction. 
  Thirdly, the reason why Gillian Flynn addressed motives of murder in 
the novel is that she wants to create a novel about dark things and trouble female 
character. She realized that every character is evil and there is a gradation of 
crime in the novel. 
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